
 
NAZARETH AREA YOUTH BASEBALL ASSOCIATION (NAYBA) 
LOWER NAZARETH BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 

 

Parents, Coaches, and Players, 
 
On behalf of both organizations we have an important announcement about the upcoming 2021 spring baseball season.  As 
you know both organizations were unable to have a baseball season in 2020 due to the COVID pandemic.  We are confident 
that we will be able to get the kids back on the field this spring for a season with safety as our main priority. While we do 
expect to have a spring season, we don’t expect participation to be as high as it has historically been as we realize not 
everyone will want to participate.  
 
A few months ago, both organizations started discussing the possibility of playing together for this spring season to ensure 
that we had enough kids at each level so every child who wanted to participate could.  Since these discussions initially started 
both organizations have gotten to know each other more and realize we both have similar goals for our programs. As 
organizations that serve our communities our primary goal is to create a program for our children where they can not only 
learn baseball and develop their skills, but also learn about teamwork and sportsmanship while having fun.  We want to create 
an environment where every child is excited to come back and play the following season regardless of ability. 
 
After many discussions we have decided to combine our baseball programs together for the 2021 spring season.  While there 
are many details that will be worked out in the coming weeks, some information we can share right now is below: 
 
 

• LN and NAYBA will combine together and play under the NAYBA umbrella of Lehigh Valley Cal Ripken for baseball 
through age 12.  LVCAL currently has 5 organizations in it (NAYBA, Bangor, Freemansburg, Bushkill and Pen Argyl).  LN 
players age 13 or 14 will continue to be eligible to play Bushkill Valley baseball with NAYBA. 

• In addition to playing the recreational season, all interested LN players ages 8-12 will be eligible to try out for the 
LVCAL tournament teams in early April.  These teams play in extra tournaments outside of the recreational league 
and ultimately compete in the District / State playoffs for Cal Ripken. 

• Both organizations will follow the LVCAL COVID return to play plan which you will find attached.  This is the current 
version that has been approved by the LVCAL board but is subject to change.  

• For the recreational season for ages 8-12, LVCAL has a season ending playoff / tournament that the top 8 teams at 
each level participate in.  LVCAL also typically holds a season end all-star game for players that are not on the LVCAL 
tournament teams. 

• During the spring season our plan is to mesh teams at all levels.  There will be a conscious effort to mix both players 
and coaches from both NAYBA and LN to create balanced and competitive teams for rec. This will be done using 
coach feedback with no formal player evaluations.  

• Lower Nazareth will continue to run the LVBL teams for 10u and 12u this spring independently. 
• We will be utilizing both LN and NAYBA fields during the season. Each team will have a designated home field for 

games, but practices could be held at any field.  
• All LN players will need to register in the NAYBA Sports Engine system (more details coming) 

 
Our commitment to play together this spring can be viewed as a trial.  After the spring season we plan to sit down and further 
discuss the possibility of making this change permanent. At that time, we also plan to explore the possibility of creating a 
program that would service the entire Nazareth Area School district similar to what many other sports have done in recent 
years. Also, LN softball is currently involved in possible merger discussions but no decision has been made at this time.  
 
I’m sure there will be many questions that we have not answered in this communication. We would ask that everybody be 
patient and we will continue to communicate new information as it becomes available.  
 
Hopefully one day it will stop snowing, warm up, and we can get the kids out on the field to play some baseball! 
 
Lower Nazareth Baseball and Softball Association 
Nazareth Area Youth Baseball Association 
 


